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FAN THE FLAMES —  Brush fires are on  th e  rise 
b e ca u se  o f  high w inds and little rain.
Flames
scorch
forest
Fires strike parts of 
Candler's Mountain
DOMINIQUE MCKAY  
dgmckay@ )liberty.edu
A portion of Candler’s Mountain went up in a blaze 
Saturday night, as several brush fires struck Central 
Virginia over the weekend due to strong winds. The 
fire ignited nearly one week after the area had experi­
enced the first brush fire on j,- 
Monday Feb. 14.
“Over the past week or 
so we've had a lot of strong 
winds. That fuels the flames 
and makes the fire spread 
very quickly” said Matt 
Ferguson, W SET’s Good 
Morning Virginia meteo­
rologist. “We also have very 
low humidity as well. So all 
that combined gives you the - ® 
perfect setup for forest fires 
and brush fires.”
Ferguson said since Jan. 1,
Lynchburg has only received a total of 1 % inches ot 
combined melted snow and rain. This puts the area 
four inches below normal for the year. With dry land 
and dry leaves covering the area, Ferguson said
See F I R E  onA6
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Talents help recognize the 
importance of clean water
R u t h  B ib b y
FROM THE NATIONS —  Children o f  th e  World travel th e  United States calling Americans to  action.
s  r a is e  a w a r e n e s s
C O T W  is comprised of 29 children, most of which 
are orphans, from Uganda, Nepal and the Philippines.
“Tliough you may not be able to tell by the smiles on 
their faces as they perform, these children have all expe­
rienced the crushing grip of poverty, but these kids have 
something most of us don’t have,” C O T W ’s East Coast 
team leader, Caseyjohnson said. “"These kids have hope.” 
Liberty University alumni Casey and Carrie Johnson 
first heard of the World Help mission and the Children 
of the World while they were students on campus.
“Seeing something like this (C O TW ) makes me want 
to do something,” Carrie Johnson said. “It makes me 
want to be the difiierence.”
C O T W  is partnered with Cause Life, an organization 
that strives to bring life to children and adults alike by 
bringing water through deep wells to villages that may 
not otherwise have access to it.
An estimated 2.2 million deaths are caused every year,
See W O R L D  o«A2
ASH LEY BOLLINGER  
akbollingerdJliberty.edu
W alk to the sink, turn on the faucet: water. Walk to the vending machine, insert a dollar: water.
The crystal clear liquid is a commodity that is 
abundantly available to United States citizens, but so 
desperately coveted in third world nations.
Fiundreds of students gathered Thursday evening to 
laugh and sing along with World Help's Children of the 
World (C O TW ) as they preformed with a purpose to 
bring awareness to the importance of having clean water.
p i
O f f ic ia ls  m o v e  c lo s e r  t o  W a r d s  R o a d  p r o p o s a l
JO N A TH AN  PARKER  
Jparker17@ liberty.edu
Lynchburg and Liberty 
University officials drew up 
a tentative agreement this 
week to build a pedestrian 
bridge over Wards Road.
City Manager Kimball 
Payne will present the agree­
ment to City Council mem­
bers, who have the final say 
on building a bridge, this 
spring.
Payne said city and Liberty 
officials met Monday work­
ing closely for months on the
bridge proposal.
“This is a partnership,” 
Payne said. “We entirely in­
tend to do this in a partner­
ship fashion.”
Under the proposed agree­
ment, the city would contrib­
ute $ 1.35 million towards the 
270-foot pedestrian bridge, 
Payne said.
Liberty will build and own 
the bridge, paying $350,000 
or anything exceeding the 
$ 1.7 million estimated cost.
“We are pleased with all 
of this and the contribution 
from the city,” Chancellor
LOOKING FORWARD —  Liberty University c o m e s  o n e  
step  closer to  a safer Wards crossing.
Jerry Falwell Jr. said. “It’s not a 
contribution to Liberty, but a 
contribution to all the pedes­
trians on Wards Road.”
City and university of­
ficials have discussed plans 
to improve pedestrian safety 
along the heavily trafficked 
highway for several years.
Liberty officials asked the
city to scrap plans for a street- 
level pedestrian crossing and 
instead build a bridge 18 to 
20 feet above Wards Road 
last summer
“I think it’s more than justi­
fied,” Falwell said.
The proposed bridge 
would coincide with a $1.3 
million pedestrian and bi­
cycle tunnel, whicK Liberty 
will build under the railroad 
tracks behind the Vines Cen­
ter for access from the cam­
pus to Wards Road shopping 
venues.
Falwell said the university 
plans to put fencing along the 
railroad to channel students 
to the tunnel, which will have 
a gate requiring a Flames Pass 
to enter.
See B R I D G E  onA2
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There's a Liberty app for that
School launches 
mobile phone 
application
TREY SMITH
tsmith21(f) l iberty.edu
Now.ulays, it seems as tluuigli every- 
thinv> tan he accesscd on tlic gn. l-rom 
I-'atehook to movies, it is becomini; 
wKieasinyly possible lor jieople to gain 
access to technology from anywhere. 
With myI.ihertyU, a new imart piione 
application, stiiclents have the opportu­
nity to have l.iherly in the palm ol their 
hands, literally
"i.iherty University wanted to pro- 
viiie relevant campus inlormation and 
Hlackhoard (Hb) access at the fingertips 
ot the stuilent body," customer relations 
manager for Inlormation 'reclinology 
(I T) communications Jessica Johnson 
said "With the large online presence and 
residential student body, a mobile app 
would provide the ability to stay con­
nected whenever and wherever they are. 
Users could have everything Liberty at 
their lingertips they could find their 
way around campus, post on discus-
f j r i
♦  MyLibertyli is available for 
the iPhone and the Android.
♦  For more information on the 
new Liberty Application visit 
liberty.edu/gomobile.
sion boards and see what is happening 
around campus.’’
According to the i'f  website, myLibcr- 
tyLI otters students access to news about 
things going on around I .iberty, inclucl- 
ing sports, access to Bb, a carnpus map 
and many others.
“With access to Bb students are not 
chained to their desk," Johnson said. 
“With the maps application, visitors and 
students will be able to easily find their 
way around campus and find places they 
are looking tor With the news, images, 
videos and athlctics apps, users are able 
to stay up-to-date on all l.iberty's exciting 
happenings.”
Although Liberty is not the first uni­
versity to have the app, the IT" depart­
ment is working to customize it.
"Several other universities have the 
app as it is provided by Bb," Johnson 
said. “TL Development will be adding 
and creating custom built applets for 
the myl.ibertyU mobile app and these 
will be unique to the University.”
According to Johnson, most ot the 
teedback she has received from stu­
dents has been positive.
“W hen I heard about the Liberty 
app, I thought it was a great idea and im­
mediately looked into it,” sophomore 
Shane Scott said. "1 was disappointed 
to find out that 1 wouldn't be able to 
download the i.iberty app onto the 
iPod touch."
Myl-ibertyU was made available for 
iPhone and Android in January Us­
ers can download the app for free on 
i'lunes and the Android market. The I'l’ 
department plans to continue enhanc­
ing and adding features to myLibertyU, 
and it will be available for Blackberry 
phones soon, according to Johnson.
For more information about myLib­
ertyU and its features visit libertyedu/ 
gomobile.
♦  SMITH Is the asst, feature  ed i ­
tor.
A k ih h  K in / i u
GONE MOBILE —  The n e w  application  m akes for easy  
a cc ess  to  all th in g s  L iberty .
Summer term heats 
up with new changes
More sessions 
to be offered 
last two weeks 
in August
JESSICA ROWELL  
jrow ell@ liberty .edu
Liberty University's 201! 
Summer School program is 
gearing up to suit students 
needs with courses ranging 
from aviation to graphic design.
I'he university opened its 
summer session registration tor 
2011 on jan. ,^ 1 and now oilers a 
variety ol summei options, both 
residential and online.
(,’hanges in the summer ses­
sion program seek to alter the 
courses to be more convenient 
lor students, who can choose to 
earn their credits in week-long 
intensives or take courses lasting 
three to tour weeks.
I he most popular classes 
taken include general education 
courses like Bible, l-.nglish, theol­
ogy and biology
"A lot more classes are sched­
uled tor last two weeks in Au 
gust tor the students coming 
back early," registration coordi­
nator Wende Parker said. "We 
did go through and compare ol- 
tenngs. I'he ones that had more 
students were our hiiili demand 
classes that we wanted to otter 
more."
While the idea of having 
school work over the much 
needei.1 summer break dissuades 
some students, the benet'its ot' 
taking summer courses are an 
ideal way to streamline student's 
degrees.
Junior Amber i^ogers explains
that taking a summer course will 
give her an advantage going into 
the new school year
"I plan on taking some cours­
es in the summer so I can stay 
on track for graduation," Rogers 
said. “Lm also taking the classes 
that are hard to get into so 1 don t 
have to worry about it later."
Students taking courses in the 
summer not only have the op ­
tion of getting into a course be- 
tor< it fills up, but they can also 
earn the class credit tor nearly 
halt the price ot normal tuition.
Undergraduate classes are 
only $311) per credit, and all 
credits are translerrable. For 
many the summer semester is a 
perfect time to eliminate course- 
work that piles on during a busy 
semester.
"Although the classes 1 took 
were very challenging and an 
immense amount o f  work, I am 
so gl.ul that 1 made the choice 
to lake classes," senior Fli/abeth 
Armstrong said of her experi­
ence.
CAiurses are ottered tor nearly 
ever)' major, even graduate and 
doctorate level courses can be 
taken.
"'I'here is a little bit of every­
thing tor every degree,"" Parker 
said.
With Liberty University "s 
ever-expanding online program, 
courses can be taken trom wher­
ever students decide to stay dur­
ing the summer season.
Regardless ot where they earn 
their degree, more and more stu­
dents are tapping into the bene- 
tits ot the summer semester.
♦  ROWELL Is a new writer.
JOYFUL SONGS —  Children sing to  raise a w aren ess  o f  th e  co n d it ion s  in Third World countries.
WORLD continued fn m i AI
by unsate drinking water and 
nearly 90 percent of those deaths are 
children, according to Cause l -ife"s 
website.
"It's important tor people to rec­
ognize the need that the (C O 'rW ) 
supports because without lirst being 
aware that it exists, change will not 
happen," Carrie Johnson said. ""The 
truth is that although the need across 
the globe is great, people can still 
make a ditlerence."
'llie children travel in the United 
States tor approximately 10 months 
out ot each year performing at ditfer- 
ent events to raise awareness ot their 
reality
"These children are not here as 
tourists, they are here as missionaries,’"
if'
"The truth is 
that although 
the need across 
the globe is 
great, people 
can still make a 
difference"
—  Carrie Johnson
Casey Johnson said.
'file children have dreams of 
growing up and changing tiieir world, 
Casey Johnson said.
" W'hat is neat to me is that what 
happens here in this room tonight
can change the world," Carrie John­
son said.
For S30 a month a person can sup­
ports  child and help to provide them 
with the tood, education and water 
that they need, Carrie Johnson said.
“Tlirough Child Sponsorship, the 
funding ot wells, and other programs 
Wodd Help otters, people can make 
a direct and literal impact on children 
across the worid,” Carrie Johnson 
said. “The Children of the World 
Choir gives a tace and a voice to mil­
lions of children who cant speak for 
themselves.”
To get involved, visit www.World 
Helporg.
♦  BOLLINGER Is the news 
editor.
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GLTC over budget, buses to still run
MARY SEILKOP
mlseilkop@)liberty.«du
Long, blue buses roll around campus every 
day transporting students to class, dorms or 
extracurricular destinations. W hat students 
probably do not think about while they are 
crowding onto those buses is how they would 
get places without them.
The Greater Lynchburg Transit Company 
over-shot their budget by $ 195 thousand. As 
a result, the company is considering their op ­
tions in order to cut back on expenses. The 
budget includes labor costs, material and sup­
plies, travel and training. Two-thirds o f  the 
operating budget is labor alone, according to 
General Manager o f GLTC Michael Carroll.
“Budgets aren’t cast in stone. It's a stroke of 
luck to hit it exactly Sometimes you come in 
a little high and sometimes a little low” Carroll 
said. “We certainly don't like to see this.”
Carroll said it was the increase in fuel costs, 
operator labor cost and going over budgeted 
hours that sent GLTC over their mark. They 
are looking at reducing service in Amherst 
County but do not plan to downsize the 
service provided to the city of Lynchburg or 
Liberty campus. Liberty University Transit 
Director Tim Spencer also sees no reduction
in the Liberty service at least for this semester.
“There are no plans to cut anything back 
as far as this semester is concerned," Spencer 
said. “We don't know what will happen in the 
fall yet, but we plan to offer the same service 
but with a few added benefits."
The budget for the year allocated $2.35 a 
gallon for fuel costs but fuel prices increased 
to up to $2.90 a gallon. Hybrid buses have 
helped by cutting fuel prices by 35 percent 
due to fuel economy
"Until they invent a bus that runs on air, 
we'll have to deal with tuel costs. The last 
thing w'e want to cut is service on the street,” 
Carroll said.
Spencer explained that Liberty and GLTC 
negotiate a yearly contract. Then GLTC 
provides buses to run the campus routes. 
According to Spencer, Liberty has 13 GLTC 
buses that run on routes around campus and 
also off campus to apartment complexes and 
plazas. After 5 p.m. and 10 p.m. buses are cut 
back on the routes to save on costs.
“We reconstructed the bus service. It al­
lows for more capacity and we are able to 
become more efficient than the past with this 
new system,” Spencer said. “We want to make 
sure that students are getting the most out ol 
their transportation fee."
A M iirv  F-iia
MOVING FORWARD —  GLTC plans to  co n t in u e  w ith  its usual routes d e sp i te  th e  
$ 195 th o u sa n d  over  b u d g et .
Carroll said he was not aware of any set 
plan to deal with the over-spending. He went 
on to say GLTC will reconcile where they can 
such as reducing fuel costs and travel, cutting 
down on training costs and hours and talking 
with "appropriate officials" to see what can be
done. The Liberty service will continue as 
usual for the remainder o f  the semester.
♦  SEILKOP Is a news writer
Free clinic provides hope and liealth to community
ASH LEY BOLLINGER
akbollinger(§>liberty.edu
Pink eye, strep throat, influenza, pneum o­
nia, eczema.
For the uninsured like Nathalia Giraldo, 
simple medical diagnosis and remedies are 
hard to find. D r Gregg Albers main physi­
cian at the Ruth Brooks Free Clinic, as well as 
one o f  the main physicians at Light Medical 
agrees.
Free clinics are a scarce commodity in the 
Lynchburg area, Albers explained.
“We are technically the only free ‘free clinic’ 
because all of the other clinics have various 
charges associated with them,” Albers said.
The Ruth Brooks Free Clinic was created 
two years ago, in honor o f Ruth Brooks, a 
longtime nurse at Liberty’s health services 
and Thomas Road Baptist Church member, 
who died ofbreast cancer.
“Ruth Brooks was our first clinic nurse 
about 28 years ago. Through the years we 
have known Ruth and Don Brooks, she has 
always been a part of our medical practice and 
lives,” Albers said. “W hen we lost her, we felt 
we needed to do something to honor her. We 
had been thinking about a free clinic, and it 
seemed fitting.”
Located in the nurses office o f Liberty 
Christian Academy, the clinic has seen nearly
1,200 patients with a variety o f different ail­
ments since its founding.
“O ur clinic has pretty much no restric­
tions,” Albers said. “We say ifyou have no doc-
D n M i N i g u  M (  K \ v
AWAITING TREATMENT —  Individuals w ith o u t insurance are w e lc o m e  at th e  Ruth 
Brooks Free Clinic.
tor, have no insurance, have no money to buy 
medication, then you are welcome to come 
and use our services.”
There are a number o f  students who don’t 
have any insurance and vviio come to the clin­
ic, Albers explained.
“I felt so relieved to know that there was 
somewhere I could finally go,” Giraldo said.
“It’s never a pleasant thought to know 
there’s something wrong with you but you 
cannot find out what it is, specially just be­
cause of money.”
Giraldo has been battling with eye issues 
for the past two weeks and, before hearing 
about the clinic, had no other outlet in which 
to turn.
"Even if they're not specialists and prob­
ably cannot tell me exactly what’s wrong with 
my eye, they will still be some kind of help,” 
Giraldo said. “It is nice to know there’s a place 
1 could go and get checked out.”
Although there has not been any sort of 
advertising due to a lack o f  space in the past, 
Albers said they are looking to start to spread
I felt SO relieved to 
know that there was 
somewhere I could 
finally go.
— Nathalia Giraldo
the word about the clinic.
“We are considering possibly getting a van 
that is clinic equipped and having a few sites 
around Lynchburg. That would allow us to 
reach the community,” Albers said.
Altlwugh the clinic is designed to help 
reach the community's physical needs, it is 
also a tool for evangelism.
“We use scripture when we are talking to 
patients,” Albers said. “'Hie Holy Spirit helps 
us to meet their spiritual needs."
According to Albers, the aftect of the new 
healthcare system will simply bring more 
people like Giraldo to the cljnic.
“My guess is because they did not reduce 
the cost o f  health care, which was their pri­
mary goal, many more people will probably 
lose their healthcare,” Albers said. “We have, 
shall we say, a very unbalanced system right 
now. Many more people are going to need us.”
♦  BOLLINGER Is the news editor
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COMMENCEMENT— Graduates ce lebrate  b oth  their a cco m p lish m en ts  and bright futures.
Graduation anticipation
KATIE BELL
k ebell2 ( |) l iberty .edu
TTiiiec moiitlis. In less than three short months, the memhers ot class ot 2011 
will walk across the commencement 
stage and boldly step out into the great 
unknown.
Some seniors are counting down the 
days until graduation. Others are too 
husy with capstone courses to notice 
that it is the middle ot February, mean­
ing spring break is imminent.
The remainder ot the graduating 
class is clinging to the last precious m o­
ments with tavorite taculty members 
and tnend.s, reali/.ing life will be changed 
the moment their tassels are turned.
Liberty has meant so much to each 
ot us in our tour years. 'I'he school has 
been an incredible ride ot inspiring fac­
ulty members and learning lite lessons 
from triends that we could never learn 
elsewhere, regardless ot how many cred­
its we took or what degree we pursued.
1 .iberty challenged each ofus aca­
demically and spiritually It has been 
wondertul to be nurtured spiritually, but 
seniors must ask themselves, "Are we 
prepared to be sent out into a tiark world 
where standard morals and values are a 
thing of the past!’"
The time has come tor us as a class 
to choose. Will we accept the spiritual 
truths that were taught to us? Will we 
spend our days aimlessly consuming 
or relentlessly producing? Will we be 
C'hampions for C!hrist who simply get 
jobs after graduation or will we be the 
generation that produces jobs?
Will we allow ourselves the ability to 
dream or will we simply settle tor the 
status t|uo? There is a certain tear in
Do not follow 
where the path 
may lead. Go, 
instead, where 
there is no path
and leave a trail
— Emerson
dreaming, for dreaming requires risk 
taking. Risks, although they can be 
dangerous or costly, often come with 
unimaginable rewards.
As children, we were enchanted by fai­
rytales brought to us by the Walt Disney 
Corporation.
"‘All our dreams can come true...ifwe 
have the courage to pursue them,"" W^ alt 
Disney said.
Speaker of the 1 louse John Ikiehner, 
IMll Cosby and Harriet Beecher Stowe 
all lived out this timeless piece ot advice.
Speaker of the House ot Representa­
tives John boehner was not born with 
a silver spoon in his mouth. O ne ot 11 
children, his first job was working at the 
bar his family owned, Andy"s Cafe. He 
also worked as a janitor at Xavier Uni­
versity He was. not afraid of hard work, a 
principle that served him well, according 
to the New York 'I'imes.
Bill (.’osby, whose comedy is legend­
ary, did not grow up with much to laugh 
at. His father was an alcoholic and his 
younger brother died when Cosby was 
only 8 years old. At age 9, he started
shining shoes and later found work at a 
grocery store to help make ends meet. 
Cosby dropped out ot high school, 
served in the Navy and after leaving 
the Navy attended college at Temple 
University. At Temple he worked at a 
coftee house. While on the job he told 
jokes and as they say, the rest is history, 
according to biographycom
Harriet Beecher Stowe wrote Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin in response to the Fugitive 
Slave Act o f  1850.
In an era where women did little 
outside the home, Stowe wrote an 
abolitionist book that was translated 
into 37 languages and sold more than
500,000 copies within its, first five years 
of publication in the United States. The 
book has never gone out o f print, ac­
cording to online-literature.com. Stowe 
used fiction to tell the horrid truth.
Her willingness to tell the truth when 
few else would is what inspired me to 
pursue a career in journalism.
Ralph Waldo Emerson once said,
'"Do not follow where the path may lead. 
Co, instead, where there is no path and 
leave a trail."’
Seniors, as you prepare for com ­
mencement, do not tocus on the bleak 
economy or wrestle with the fear of the 
unknown. Allow yourself to dream, mus­
ter the work ethic of individuals such 
as Speaker Boehner, Cosby and Stowe. 
Rest in the truth ot'Jeremiah 29:11.
'lake risks and dream big, after all, if Dr. 
Falwell were here he would encour­
age you to do the same. Do not stand 
daunted at the task before you. Instead, 
step boldly into the future, which God 
has called you to and of which you have 
dreamt.
4  BELL is the opinion editor.
The cost 
of claiming 
Christianity
JO N A TH O N  G O N Z A LE S
Jggonzaies(§)llberty.edu
Editor’s note —  Thefollowingguest editorial is tin example of 
just one o j the practical ways we as students can live out truths we 
learned over Missions Emphasis Week.
Imagine it is a Monday night and you have just finished 
eating dinner with your tamily You are cleaning up after 
the meal and getting ready to settle in for the night. Sud­
denly you hear your doorbell ring. Your mom and dad 
look at each other and simultaneously ask, ‘Are you ex­
pecting anyone?”
They reply to one another with a no on their lips and 
a strapge look in their eyes. Your dad goes to answer the 
door as your mother stands up to greet the person that 
might be a guest or a visitor to your home. Your dad an­
swers the door only to find a single package on the door­
step. As he brings it into the living room, the package ex­
plodes - killing your entire family.
That’s exactly what happened to a Christian family in 
Iraq on January 3rd of this year. Attackers planted a bomb 
on the doorstep o f  their home, rang the door bell and tied 
the scene just before the bomb exploded. This was just 
one o f  at least seven known attacks against Christians in 
the first weeks o f  the New Year. The Christian community 
of Iraq is dwindling to nothing as wide spread persecution 
of  Christians has become the new societal norm.
Persecution o f  this nature happens all over the world 
each and every day Americans do not have to worry about 
answering the door and being faced with a bomb or being 
brutally beaten to death because of our faith. Persecution 
is almost unheard o f  here but just because you don’t hear 
o f  it, doesn t mean it doesn’t happen. W hen persecution 
becomes known, we have but one option: stand against it. 
Remember that when you are made aware, you are made 
to act.
Ever since I was a little boy, my family has prophesied 
over me and proclaimed that I would be a pastor or evan­
gelist or something of that profession.
In recent years, my heart has become ever burdened 
tor imprisoned Christ followers. As I am preparing to 
graduate, I know that the Lord has called me to stand up 
for those who are being abused and tortured around the 
world.
1 am going to take a stand for Christianity around the 
world and fight for them, no longer will I turn a blind eye 
nor have deaf ears to the needs o f  the persecuted church. I 
am but a servant trying to live my life worthy o f my calling 
for I have been called by Christ. (Eph 4; I ) The call is clear 
fight for what is right. Stand for those who are hurting and 
cannot stand for themselves.
I am willing to take a stand and start meeting with those 
who want to fight for the persecuted church. Be looking 
out for the International Christian Concern coming to 
campus so you can learn how to f'lght the injustices of this 
world.
To find out more about the different types of persecu­
tion that are going on around the world visit www.per- 
secution.org to understand what you can do to act out 
against this.
♦  G O N Z A LE S Is a contributing opinion writer.
Hey Y "all.
Tip 1: Never repeat those words in New York City.
Tip 2: If you even have those words in your vocabulary, 
maybe you should think twice about visiting.
I wish someone would have given me this advice before I 
departed this weekend for three days surrounded by people 
that don't quite understand sourhern charm.
It wasn't that the city dwellers weren t nice. O n the con­
trary, people were generally welcoming and willing to help 
us country bumpkins standing on the corner scratching 
our heads. Within the first fifteen minutes o f  wandering the 
streets, a businessman approached us to assure us we weren’t 
in a third world country and pointed us in the direction of 
Rockefeller Center for food. Without his kindness, we most 
likely would h.ive starved or ended up in Chinatown eating 
a kabob o f unknown meat from a lady whispering "Prada, 
Coach, Chanel" in our ear.
'I’he problem was the way 1 felt after pushing my way 
through crowds, flagging down taxi drives who didn't enjoy 
speaking and watching the homeless man walk by with no 
shoes in twenty degree weather as 1 enjoyed a cup o f cofTee 
inside a warm diner.
I felt hardened.
1 didn't realize this until I landed back in Charlotte and a 
woman smiled at me on the shuttle bus back to my car. It 
was such a simple gesture, but it was one that 1 hadn’t expe­
rienced all weekend. No one smiled. No one spoke unless 
spoken to. People blocked out the noise by wearing head­
phones and avoided eye contact by staring straight ahead or 
at the ground. i
My aunt made every efTort to speak to anyone she was 
near, pestering them with her southern drawl until they were 
forced to reply By this I was embarrassed and I repeatedly
had to warn her to stop. Looking back, I am embarrassed o f  
myself for not allowing her to be who she was and for asking 
her to lose her joyful spirit in order to fit the mold.
W hen did this code o f conduct take afTect and why did I 
feel like 1 must follow it in order to fit in? New York City is a 
place, if not TH E  place, where you can be who you want to 
be —  everything goes. It is a melting pot of races, cultures, 
ideas, dreams and styles. This is what makes it so appealing 
to so many people.
As I graduate and begin the search for my future, New 
York City will be one o f the places 1 look. If by chance 1 do 
make my home in the city that never sleeps, ya’ll better watch 
out. I’m  not leaving my southern roots on the plane.
Taiiiot^Overkaltz
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We the people are entitled?
JAMES SOSNOSKI
J s o s n o s k l@ l lb e r ty .e d u
Reducing national debt is a serious con­
cern. The International Monetar)' Fund 
(IM F) released a report urging the U.S. to 
“act quickly” to reduce national deficits. The 
IMF warned that a loss of US credibility 
could start a catastrophic scries of events. Ac-, 
cording to a Washington Post article in Janu- 
ary,
Fox News ran an article on the President s 
efforts to reduce the national debt. The web­
site quoted former Republican Senator Alan 
Simpson, who is on the Presidents panel for 
reducing the national debt. Simpson claims 
that Obamas call for a five year discretionary 
spending freeze will save “peanuts." Simp­
son’s solution is to cut the big budget hogs,
“I'm waiting for the politician to get up 
and say, there’s only one way to do this, you 
dig into the big four, Medicare, Medicaid, 
Social Security, and defense. W ithout cut­
ting these four, efforts to reduce the debt will 
am ount to “a sparrow’s belch in the m'idst o f 
a typhoon," Simpson said.
Reducing the debt is a great concern, 
and Simpson is correct that America must 
cut into the “big four” to make a difference. 
These four constitute the majority o f the 
federal budget. So the obvious solution to 
the mounting national debt is to cut into 
entitlements. But as soon as there is mention 
o f cutting entitlements and people become 
defensive.
Cutting entitlement programs is higlily 
unlikely because America is one o f the rich­
est nations in the world. Many o f our “poor” 
have cell phones, cars and more than enough 
food to eat. The mere fact that we have enti­
tlement programs is in stark contrast to many 
countries in Africa who have real starvation 
problems. O ne only has to read the news on 
Africa to hear about real povert)'. W hile there 
will always be those who need help, a bank­
rupt treasury does nothing to help them.
Perhaps the real reason Americans get so 
defensive about their social welfare programs 
is because they believe they deserve some-
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thing: that they have a right to comfortable 
living. Simply put, America has cultivated a 
culture o f entitlement. Simpson discussed 
how tlie President’s budget cuts, because 
they do not really cut much, do nothing to 
turn around America’s “sacrosanct” entitle­
m ent culture. Simpson is correct that Amer­
ica must deal with tliis problem. The ques­
tion remains how to accomplish this.
Frederic Bastiat, in his famous political 
work “The Law", outlined this concept as the 
tendency o f people to try to live and prosper 
at the expense of someone else. He referred 
to this as the "fatal tendency o f  mankind.”
Ultimately, since America is a representa­
tive government, the people are culpable for 
the runaway spending. They elect, and keep 
electing people who take from the public 
treasury and redistribute it among whoever 
they please. Simpson said that people keep 
electing representatives who could get them 
“the new money.” Even though many people 
would agree that entitlements should be cut, 
it is hard to find someone who would be will­
ing to give up their slice o f the public pie, Bas­
tiat also outlined this concept and said that 
people would agree with tlie principle that 
redistributing wealth was theft but would al­
ways find some compelling reason why dieir 
particular entitlement was justified.
Fixing the problem o f mounting national 
debt, runaway spending, and bankrupt social 
welfare programs will take a lot more than 
clever politicians and big schemes, Ameri­
can financial reform will take a public that is 
willing to take responsibility for its well being 
and get ofTthe crutch o f government aid.
♦  SOSNOSKI is an opinion writer.
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FIRE co n tm u ed Jn m iA l
just a small spark can load to what 
the area cxpcrienccil this weekend.
l-'ive days earlier, what began as 
a typical Vlilentine's Day quickly 
turned into a day o f  unexpected 
danger, as Liberty University alum­
ni Kirsten Wilson and her husband 
Daniel Wilson received news that a 
brush fire had broken out near their 
home in Liberty Ridge atop Can­
dler's mountain.
"It was the last thing I ever 
thought would happen on Valen­
tine’s r>ay,'’ Kirsten Wilson said.
Around 2:45 p.m. on Monday 
Kirsten Wilson heard about the fire 
in a text message from her husband. 
After leaving work, she arrived to 
the gate of her community, which 
was surrounded by security who 
were not allowing anyone to enter. 
Daniel Wilson was briefly allowed 
in once he told security their dog 
might be trapped inside.
Kirsten Wilson said they later 
learned the community's realtor, 
Klizabcth Simms, had gone door- 
to-door retrieving pets that may 
have still been in their homes.
'I'hirty people, including the Wil­
sons, were evacuated and sent to 
stay in Liberty’s annex dormitories 
at the Lynchburg Inn. Members 
of the community were allowed to
FIGHTING THE FLAMES —  Liberty Ridge residents w e re  evac l ia ted  last M onday as local vo lu n teer  
firefighters batt led  a b laze on  Candler's Mountain.
enter their homes briefly, for about where they were given dinner and
15 minutes according to Wilson, in 
order to gather up linens and towels.
"W hen we left, we were told we 
may be gone one night or we may 
be gone for four nights,” Kirsten 
Wilson said.
The evacuated residents stayed 
at the Lynchburg Lnn for the night
breakfast. They were allowed to re­
turn to their homes around 11 a.m. 
on Tuesday 
"It was very unsettling to know 
the fire was so close to our house,” 
Kirsten Wilson said.
O n Thursday, the Wilson’s re­
ceived an e-mail from Simms stat­
ing there would once again be high 
winds over the weekend.
“We still have smoldering debris 
behind Liberty Ridge but there was 
a fire line put in place around our 
development where the fire first 
had broke out,” Simms wrote in the 
e-mail.
She warned for residents to stay
vigilant as a precaution.
Around 8:15 p.m. on Saturday, 
the Wilson’s received a call about 
the second brushfire that had bro­
ken out near Liberty’s paintball 
course and behind Campus East. 
The community was not evacuated 
but told to remain on the alert.
The Wilson's spoke with one lo­
cal police officer who was put on 
patrol at Liberty Ridge that night. 
He told them there was an estimat­
ed 10 to 20 acres o f  land in flames, 
according to Kirsten Wilson.
Ferguson said over the past few 
days, special weather statements 
and red flag warnings have been is­
sued in the area due to high risks of 
fire danger.
O ther areas o f Virginia were also 
struck over the weekend includ­
ing Amherst Country, where 50 
to 75 acres o f land was reportedly 
scorched; Hampton Roads, which 
reported 14 to 20 small brushfires 
in the cities o f Virginia Beach and 
Norfolk; Woodbridge and Prince 
William County, which reported 
six major fires according to local 
reports: and Shenandoah Valley 
which reported over 150 acres of 
scorched land. More than 100 wild­
fires are reported to have struck the 
state.
♦  MCKAY Is a graduate asst,  
for the Liberty Champion.
BRIDGE coulim w djrom  A I
"Tlie goal will be to force ev­
eryone to use the tunnel or 
take the bus and keep every­
one safe," Falwell said.
The bridge will include 
an elevator and stairs on the 
Liberty side and a ramp into 
the Sam’s Club parking lot.
Under the proposed 
agreement, Laberty will keep 
the bridge clean and acces­
sible during wintry weather. 
Falwell said the bridge 
should recjuire little mainte­
nance, aside from servicing 
the elevator.
If the council agrees to the 
bridge, Falwell expects con­
struction to begin right away 
in hopes of completing the 
project before the fall.
“I think it may work out,” 
Payne said. "1 think we are 
making progress and moving 
ahead.”
City leaders also plan to 
make street level improve­
ments, including median 
fencing, crosswalks and pos­
sibly pedestrian signals.
The city received a
$400,000 Virginia Depart­
ment ofT ransportation grant 
to pay for the fencing and at- 
grade crossing. City Planner 
Tom Martin said.
"Everybody's number one 
concern is pedestrian safe­
ty,” Martin said, “'fhe more 
things we can do to make it 
safer, the better we are."
The city also has $350,000 
set aside for placing walk­
ing trails beside Rock Castle 
Creek, which Hows along 
W irds Road, Payne said.
Lynchburg's Capital hn- 
provement Plan also calls for
hat's
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an additional $700,000 for 
the trail system, Martin said.
Liberty officials want the 
trails, designed for pedestri­
ans to walk between Wards 
Road shopping plazas, built 
on store-level for safety rea­
sons.
Martin recently met with 
Wal-Mart and Sam's Club of­
ficials, receiving support for 
the bridge and trail propos­
als. The store managers said 
many Liberty students work 
or shop at the retail giants.
“They were very receptive,” 
Martin said. “They are inter­
ested in making some con­
nections.”
Martin said the city con­
ducted a pedestrian traffic 
count in November with an 
average o f  166 pedestrians 
crossing Wards Road a day 
City officials spotted 665 
pedestrians crossing Wards 
Road during the four-day 
count and 233 pedestrians 
on a Saturday most walking 
from Sonic across the high­
way
"There were quite a few 
more pedestrians than 
anyone expected,” Martin 
said. “It really put it all into 
perspective. If the tunnel is 
completed that number will 
increase."
Council is expected to dis­
cuss the tentative agreement 
at the end o f  March or April.
♦  PARKER is a news  
writer.
By the numbers
Liberty an d  Lynchburg officials su rveyed  s tu d en ts  
in D e c e m b e r  to  g a u g e  interest in a pedestr ian  
brid ge  over Wards Road. Here are s o m e  o f  th e  re--  
sp onses:
If a vehicular tu n n el w a s  located  u n d ern eath  th e  
railroad tracks and pedestr ian  bridge w ith  e levator  
a ccess  over  Wards Road, h o w  likely w o u ld  you  u se  
th em ?
N ot likely - 5 % S o m e w h a t  likely -1 8 %
Very l ikely- 7 7 %
Since s ch o o l  b e g a n  in late August, h o w  m an y  t im es  
have  you  cro ssed  Wards Road by w alking  or by rid­
ing a bicycle  from cam pus?
Zei'o - 57  % O n e to  five t im es  - 23 %
Six to  10 t im es  - 7 % More than 10 t im es -13%  
a
On average, h o w  m any t im es  per w e e k  d o  yo u  visit 
Wards Road b u s in e sse s  or restaurants?
Zero - 3 % O n e  to  tw o  - 36  %
Three to  four - 3 4  % Five or m ore  - 27  %
W hen visiting Wards Road b u sin esses ,  w h a t  m e t h ­
o d  o f  transportation are you m ore likely to  use?  
Walk or b ik e - 1 7 %  Ride th e  b u s - 1 %
Drive a car - 6 0  % Ride in a friend's car - 22  %
H ow  o f te n  d o  you  ride th e  b u s t o  visit Wards Road 
restaurants or b u sinesses?
N ever - 81 % S e ld o m  - 1 4  %
O ften  - 5 %
W ould yo u  say th at  bus service from c a m p u s  to  
Wards Road is:
N ot a d e q u a te  - 59  % A d e q u a te  - 31 % 
C onv enien t - 10%
DOMINO’S PIZZA
Vi Large 2-Topping Pizza
Feb. 20 - March 6
'lumber One Dominos Pizza store in Viriginia 
Now Hiring Delivery Drivers
A p p l y  in  s t o r e  o n  W a r d s  R o a d  in  L y n c h b u r g
NOW ACCEPTING FLAMES
FLAMES CASH! CASH
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life, liberty & the pursuit.^^
A SERIES LOOKING AT STUDENTS FIGHTING TO PROTECT AMERICA’S  FREEDOM
Petty Officer 2nd Class Heath Rogers: Tride Runs Deep'
Student serves 
country on 
submarine
OMAR A D A M S
o a t i a m s ^ l l b e r t y . e d u
In the U.S. Navy, a group of men 
serve their country from beneath 
the ocean, the “Silent Service" 
defending freedom. This is the 
brotherhood that Heath Rogers 
of Parkersburg, joined upon 
graduating high 
school in 2005.
After train­
ing, Rogers was 
assigned to the 
Los Angeles- 
class fast at­
tack submarine 
USS Buffalo 
(SSN 715) out 
o f  Pearl Harbor. As a machinist's 
mate, Rogers worked to ensure the 
atmosphere Systems, including car­
bon dioxide scrubbers, functioned 
properly
The crew had 18 hour shifts bro­
ken into a six hour watch and 12 
hours for sleeping, eating and doing 
maintenance work.
O ne story Rogers remembers 
from his Pearl Harbor days was 
swimming with a pod ot whales. 
While performing exercises be­
tween some of the islands, the ship 
surfaced, and the crew went topside 
for a break.
The men jumped off the boat 
and swam in the open water.
"W hen we were doing it, there 
was a herd of whales that swam by 
ifs —  they were maybe 100 yards 
from us," he said. "That was pretty 
cool.”
ROGERS
I'iKtlit PlUWIlHI)
SILENT THUNDER —  Machinist's M ate 2n d  Class Heath Rogers served  for five years aboard th e  USS 
Buffalo {SSN 715) perfornning classified m issions "vital to  national security."
Roughly a year after joining the 
crew, Rogers shipped out to Guam, 
the new home port for the Buf­
falo. From there, the ship went on
tours to Japan, the Philippines, and 
Rogers favorites South Korea and 
Australia.
The Buffalo crew would go on
two month deployments followed 
by two weeks back in Guam and 
then another deployment. W hen 
asked what the submarine die on
deployments, Rogers said he could 
not discuss it.
"Things vital to national security," 
he said after a pause.
Though Rogers could not go 
into detail, the Navy’s public rela­
tions department did shed some 
light through various press releases.
rho Buffalo was ei.]uipped with a 
n ry  I V’ck Shelter (P D S ) an air­
tight pod capable of deploying Navy 
SEAi. teams while submerged.
Performing classifleil operations 
in an inherently hazardous environ­
ment, submariners are under con­
stant strain.
"Ofall the branches of men in the 
forces, there is none which shows 
more devotion and faces grimmer 
perils than the submariners," Sir 
Winsti^n Churchill once said.
The crew's transfer to Lkiam 
itself served as a reminder of the 
hazards ot submarine service. The 
Buffalo was sent to replace the LISS 
San Francisco, (SSN 711), which 
hit an uncharted seamount at full 
speed, destroying the bow and kill 
ing a crewman.
Rogers served for three and a halt 
years in Ciuam before leaving the 
Navy last June.
He enrolled at Liberty following 
his sister's recommendation and 
is now studying international rela­
tions with a focus on strategic intel­
ligence.
His ultimate goal is to work for 
a government organization like the 
FBI, CIA or NSA. Whatever his 
career, Rogers is proud to be a sub­
mariner.
"I enjoyed seeing other countries, 
and 1 enjoyed going out to sea and 
hanging out with the crew the 
camaraderie ot it all,” he said. “ I’hat’s 
probably one thing I still miss."
♦  A D A M S  is the copy editor.
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Persecution 
leads to 
perseverance
A martyr's widow  
encourages women 
to embrace calling
CRYSTAL HEA VN ER
cheavner(a)llberty.edu
I’llnian Cleskc's life cihIcJ  on April 18, 2007 in Milatia, 
I’urkcy where lie .mil his family had been serving as mis­
sionaries. l ie was brutally martyred with two of his co­
workers by four liirkish men, the same men for whom he 
had sacrificed his life to reacii with the gospel.
Siisanne Cieske was crushed with the news of her hus­
band’s death.
"7’hat was a bad day... I'hat was a really bad day,” Cieske 
said after a long pause.
When the press asked her to comment on her husbands 
murder, she echoed the words ofjesus as he was crucified.
" leather, forgive them, for they know not what they do."
'The amazing forgiveness Cieske demonstrated shocked 
the media and became national news.
At first she i.|uestioned her calling to serve the Turkish 
people and wondered if it would be best for her and her 
three children to go home. She asked her daughter Michal 
who was then 13-years-old what she thought the fractured 
family should do,
\ ler reply struck her mother and solidified Cleske’s deci­
sion to stay
“C^ h mommy, you know, dad died for Milatia and for the 
people here,” Michal said. "I think vve should go on and fin­
ish the work.”
Almost four years later, Cieske perseveres in loving the 
people who killed her husband and striving to tell them 
about the boundless love and forgiveness of C^od.
C leske spoke to a group of mission s minded ladies t'eb. 
15 on the C'lub Level of the Williams Stadium I'ower over 
tea.
I'he l.adies International C’afe is an annual event held to 
honor noteworthy women in missions and to allow wom­
en on campus to glean from their experiences and wisdom.
I'he event was open to all ladies on campus and in the 
community After the women helped,themselves to com­
plimentary coffee, tea and strawberry scones, C leske shared 
lier testimony told about the work Ciod is presently doing 
in Milatia then opened the floor to questions.
Lindsay I’aylor, the coordinator for Missions fimphasis 
Week hoped that kuiies would be encouraged and inspired 
by the story of such "a very strong woman,””
“There are more women in missions than men. Women 
want to connect in some way,”' ”^l’aylor said of the purpose 
of the event,
l.iberty sophomores Ashley Simpkins and Kayla Sara- 
chik attended the tea because of their interest in missions 
work and the impact C‘Ieske”s story had on them in convo­
cation.
"I love that she”s still there and still ministers to the same 
people,” Simpkins, a missions minor, said.
Taylor and the C'enter for C^lobal Missions promoted 
the event through announcements in Cxmvocation, post­
ers around school, announcements in classes by professors 
and splash page notifications,
♦  H E A VN ER  is a news reporter
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BREAK DO W N —  Liberty sets  thie s ta g e  for a n e w  w e lc o m e  center. C onstruction on  th e  n e w  building is projected  
to  b eg in  March 1 in order m e e t  th e  fall deadline.
Hancock demolition begins
Changes continue as Liberty proceeds towards founder's dreams
TAYLOR OVERHULTZ  
toverhultz@ liberty .edu
Students might notice 
a change in the campus 
landscape as the Hancock 
Athletic Center is being de­
molished over the next two 
weeks.
In its place, a new wel­
come center will be con­
structed in time for the 40th 
anniversary homecoming in 
the fall o f 2011, according to 
C-hancellor Jerry t"'alwell.
“'{'he site where Hancock 
was located has always been 
sort of at our campus front 
door with a beautiful view of 
the city and the blue Ridge 
Mountains but, after the 
football stadium was reno­
vated and the new bookstore 
was built, we decided that it 
was the perfect location for 
our visitor/welcome cen­
ter. Unlike the existing visi­
tors” center in DeMoss Hall, 
parking and access are easy 
for visiting families who are 
trying to decide if Liberty 
is the right college for their 
children. The highest and 
best use for that site is clearly 
our visitors” center, not offic­
es tor athletic administration 
and staff, said Chancellor 
l-'alwell. ””
Planning for the welcome 
center began last fall with 
hopes that Hancock could 
transition into the center 
without a complete demoli­
tion, But according to Lib- 
erty”s lead project manager, 
Alan Askew, Hancock was 
built for a specific purpose 
and could not be made into 
what was needed for the wel­
come center.
“Ciiiality was not a prob­
lem, it was the construc­
tion of the building," Askew 
said. “We would have had 
to add so much to the exist­
ing building to get what we 
wanted, it didn't make sense 
economically.”
The decision to tear 
down the building was of­
ficially made on Jan. 1,2011.
“Demolition is a lengthy 
process," Askew said. “I think 
a lot o f  people thought we 
would just use implosion or 
explosion, but that isn't how 
it works."
Complete demolition of 
the building will take ap­
proximately two weeks, 
including the removal o f  all 
debris.
“(Demolition) isnt that 
dramatic," Askew said. “We 
will work our way across the 
building just tearing down 
the sections."
'['he goal is to begin con­
struction of the welcome 
center on March 1 to ensure 
completion by H om ecom ­
ing Weekend in the fail, ac-i 
cording to Askew.
“Next fall is the deadline," 
Askew said. “The chancel­
lor wants it done by the 40th 
year celebration, and it will 
be done."
The offices that were once 
housed in Hancock have 
been moved to the Mez­
zanine level of the Williams 
Stadium Tower temporar­
ily A new training room 
has been constructed next 
to the Tolsma lndc)or Track 
Center to replace tlie one in 
Hancock, according to Todd 
Wetmore, assistant athletic 
director for communica­
tions.
♦  OVERH ULTZ is the  
editor In chief
Debate Team sweeping the competition
TREY SMITH
tsmith21@)liberty edu
At the end o f last semes­
ter, the liberty University 
Ik ’bate Team held the top 
spot in three ranking orga­
nizations, American Debate 
Association, C!ross-Hxamina- 
tion Debate Association and 
National Debate 'I'ourna- 
nient (ND'F), a news release 
said. The team continued its 
winning streak at the District 
VII ijualifying tournament 
l-'eb 19 to 20. The tourna 
ment determined whether 
or not the team would (.|ual 
ify ior the National Debate 
I'ournament,
At the district tournament, 
the debate team went up 
against teams I'roin Mary­
land, Pennsylvania, New 
lerse\’, Viiginia and West Vir­
ginia. According to Michael 
Hall, director of debate, only 
two teams per school can 
i|ualify for the NIVL with
I'lUMu IHtovim I*
THE TEAM —  The Liberty University D eb ate  Team held th e  to p  sp o t  in three  rank­
ing organizations at th e  en d  o f  last sem ester.
the top seven out of'22 teams According to f lall, no team
advancing to the N D T in 
March,
"V\'e had a record breaking 
performance this weekend," 
I lall said. “We took four 
teams to the tournament and 
all tour placed m one of the 
top seven iiualifying posi­
tions"
has ever placed three teams 
in i-iualifying positions at the 
district tournament. While 
l.iberty not only placed tour 
teams into iiualif'ying posi 
tions, no other school i-iuali- 
tied more than one. The de­
bate team's combined record 
at the tournament was 24-S
with the next closest school 
finishing with a combined 
record of 14-10.
The debate team consists 
of many two-person teams, 
lb prepare for tournaments, 
the team holds practice de­
bates.
"W'e will let two teams 
debate against one another,"
Hall said. "We will either let 
them finish the debate com­
pletely or do a stop-and-go 
debate, in which we stop and 
fix things as needed.”
'I'he team .ilso takes feed­
back on speeches received 
from tournaments and prac­
tices so they do not repeat the 
same mistakes.
“We prepare for tourna­
ments both individually 
and collectively as a team,” 
freshman junior varsity team 
member Brittanie Hedrick 
said. “Before tournaments we 
review areas where we need 
to do more research, and our 
coaches delegate research as­
signments to each individual."
“We share everything we 
find with the team, which 
greatly e.xpands the amount of 
evidence that wa have access 
to," Hedrick said.
This is Hedrick's second 
semester on the team. Prior 
to joining the team at Liberty, 
Hedrick was on a debate team
her entire high school career 
in the home school debate 
league.
“[Debate] is highly aca­
demically oriented, and there 
is a thrill involved with being 
in the heat of a debate round, 
arguing'to make your point 
clear,” Hedrick said. “It is high­
ly rewarding to hear that you 
have persuaded the judge, that 
you have presented your case 
efFiciently and all your hard 
work has paid of}?'
'Fhe debate team accepts 
new members in the Fall of 
each year since topics are 
debated for an entire year 
beginning in September. 
Students interested in the 
debate team stop by the De­
bate Team oflke in DeMoss 
Hall 2172 and ask for Bessie 
Cjrayson, the administrative 
assistant, or call the office at 
434-582-2080.
♦  SMITH is 
feature editor
the  asst.
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Team's
JVP Redshirt freshman center Joel Vander Pol slams o n e  h o m e  in t h e  op en in g  minutes o f  Saturday's g a m e  against Iona.
A tale of two halves
NATE BROW N  
nbrow n4@ liberty .edu
As the first half clock wound down to 15 
seconds, Evan Gordon called for the clear 
out in the lane. Iona’s Trinity Fields was 
caught by the pick as Gordon crashed into 
the paint. Three pairs of hands went up as 
Gordon tried the layup. It bounced off the 
rim as Mike Glover pulled it down.
The buzzer sounded, and the Flames 
limped into the locker room. Gordon 
glanced at the scoreboard like it was a grave­
stone. The epitaph read “Liberty 18, visitors 
44.”
Saturdays afternoon matchup was a' 
tale of two starkly opposite halves for the 
Flames. Despite the players refusal to quit, a 
26-point halftime deficit proved irreparable 
as the Flames fell to Iona 77-57.
“We played 20 good minutes and 20 poor 
minutes,” head coach Dale Layer said.
Iona controlled the first half from tipoff 
Two 3-pointers from guard Jemel Jenkins 
and four paint points from big man Alejo 
Rodriguez ran the score up 10-3 within the 
first four and a half minutes.
The Gaels edged away consistently after 
that.
See M E N ’S  B A S K E T B A L L  B3
set on 
title
KATHERINE LACAZE ' 
kelacaze@ liberty.edu
The Liberty University baseball 
team’s season has just begun and 
the players, who have been practic­
ing since last fall, are ready to stop 
’Scrimmaging one another and start 
on their journey towards the team’s 
goal of getting to an NCAA regional 
tournament.
Head coach Jim Toman and team 
captains Tyler Bream and Steven 
Evans are all in agreement that this 
will be the most important thing to 
accomplish during the 2011 spring 
season.
According to Toman, this was a 
goal that the team came just short of 
last season, despite the record-setting 
number of wins Liberty garnered.
“The guys kind oi have that under­
standing that this program needs to 
get into an NCAA regional,” Toman 
said.
“It was nice (last year) to set a 
school record for conference wins ... 
but we’re not going to be happy until 
we win a regional,” he said, “tf we get 
to a regional we’ll have a better plat­
form to carry out our mission here at 
Liberty and spread the gospel. It’ll be 
on T V  and it’ll be a lot more publicity 
for our school.”
. According to senior pitcher Evans, 
the team has already been more fo­
cused on bringing energy to the field 
and being ready to practice every day
‘As a team, I think we have a lot 
more speed this year, which is really 
going to help us move runners on the 
bases,” junior third baseman Bream 
said.
“Our pitching staff is a lot deeper in 
the bullpen and we have a couple of 
better starters,” he said. T think those 
are both really big key improvements 
to the team as a whole that will allow 
us to go further this year.”
Not only has the work ethic been 
good, according to Toman, but there 
is also a productive chemistry on the 
team.
“I think the biggest thing about this 
team is we’re like a family," Evans said. 
“Everybody gets along.
We all enjoy being around each 
other and you definitely need that to 
play this.game,” he said.
See B A S E B A L L  o« B2
Men's Lacrosse back at Liberty
GABRIEL FOWLER
gfowler@ liberty.edu
Kyle McQuillan remembers the cha­
os. He remembers the pain. He remem­
bers the tragedy.
McQuillan was a member of the 
2006 Liberty University men’s lacrosse 
team that was involved in a horrific car 
accident returning from a game in Ala­
bama.
“It was difficult right away because 
we lost seven guys to injury,” McQuillan 
said.
Liberty University’s club lacrosse 
team has been in and out of competi­
tion almost from the beginning of the 
school’s existence. After the accident, it
has taken years to rebuild.
With student interest in mind, M c­
Quillan, who graduated in 2007, was 
asked to be the head coach for the new 
men’s lacrosse club team.
“It was awesome to be considered and 
bring lacrosse back,” McQuillan said.
The tryouts brought more than 40 
students fighting to make the team back 
in September
Everyone on the team has played la­
crosse either in high school or club, but 
the skill level still is different among the 
players.
“Right now we are getting the rust off 
especially (for) me because it has been 
so long,” McQuillan said.
Although the team is not playoff eli­
gible this year, they are looking forward 
to competing during the regular season.
“Elon, in North Carolina, is and al­
ways has been a rival to us,” McQriillan 
said. “Because we aren’t playoff contend­
ers, I consider this our little Super Bowl.” 
W ith a 23-man roster, and players 
from Pennsylvania to California to 
Canada, McQuillan is excited to have a 
diverse team.
At this point, they are a good bunch 
of guys, and they have taken this team 
and made it their own,” McQuillan said. 
“We are just trying to find out what kind 
of team we are going to be.”
See M E N ’S  L A C R O S S E  B3
FL'Y LAX —  Freshman attacker Chris Armstrong and 
freshman midTravis Briggs are just tw o  strong c o m p o ­
nents  o f  th e  23-m an men's lacrosse roster.
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SPORTSBRIEFS
KELLY MARVEL  
krm arvel@ llberty .odu
NBA All-Star Weekend
l.os Angolcs saw a basketball filled, star- 
stikkleil weokoiKl with the NBA All-Star 
VVcekeiul in town. The four competitions 
on Saturday were the Vpoint competition, 
the skills competition, the I laier Shooting 
Stars contest and the much-anticipated dunk 
contest
According to liSl’N.com, the 3 point com­
petition was won byjamesjones ofthe Miami 
I leat, who squeaked out the win in the final 
round over Paul Pierce and Ray Allen, both 
ol the lU)stt)n C!eltics. C^olden State’s Stephen 
C Airry won the skills competition, only miss­
ing line pass in the final round. I’he 1 laier 
Shooting Stars t.'ontest, where NBA All-Stars 
ji>in forces with WNBA players and legends, 
was won by 'I'eam Texas over 'feam Atlanta.
rhe highlight of the night was Blake 
( 'iriffin’s win in the dunk contest, where his 
most memorable dunk was jumping over 
a car With dunks like jaVale McC lee’s two 
basket dunk and several free throw line dunks, 
this contest was one of the most memorable 
the Nl^A has seen in years.
College Raskctball
1 division I men’s basketball has .seen ,sev- 
er^ il surprising upsets in the last number of 
weeks. Just one week after No. 1 Ohio State 
garnered its first lose to Wisconsin, No. 2 
I’exas went down Saturday night in the final 
seconds of its game against Nebraska, 70-67. 
No. 4 i’ittsburgh struggled in its game against 
St. Johns, losing 60-59. St. Johns has given 
several ranked schools a run loses, including 
giving No. 3 fhike its first lo.ss of the season 
on Jan. . 0^.
in what has turned out to be a tough 
week for the top ranketl teams, according to 
liSPN.com, seven of the top 10 teams in the 
Associated Press poll have had at least one
loss this week. In women’s basketball, No. f 
Baylor was upset by Texas 'lech, 56-45, end­
ing its 21 -game winning streak.
NFL Talks
t ’ommissioner Roger Goodell, NFLPA 
executive director DeMaurice Smith, along 
with their teams, came to a silence after a 
second consecutive session of talks Saturday 
The talks are trying to .spur progress in time 
before the NI-’L’s labor deal expires in less than 
two weeks.
'I’he teams are meeting with an assigned 
mediator from the U.S. government, who has 
instructed Goodell, Smith and their teams 
to refrain from publicly commenting on the 
progress of the talks. According to ESi’N. 
com, with the bargaining agreement expira­
tion looming on March 3, players believe that 
team owners are preparing to lock them out.
A lock out could threaten play in the 2 0 11 
season, 'f’.'ie last time the NHL lost games 
due to a stoppage in work was 1987.
NASCAR
It was a record breaking Sunday with the 
running of the Daytona 500. Rookie Trevor 
Bayne became the youngest man to win the 
race at 20, with his birthday just the day before 
the race.
Bayne received no points for the race 
because he declared he would be received 
points in the lower Nationwide series and not 
the Sprint Cup series. Carl Edwards took the 
points lead with his second place finish.
The race was also record breaking in sev­
eral other facets. According to the New York 
'I'imes, there were 74 lead changes, 22 difTer- 
ent leaders and 16 cautions. The race marked 
the 10th anniversary o f  the death of the late 
Dale Earnhardt, Sr.
♦  MARVEL is the  sports editor.
LEADER OF THE PACK —  Tyler Bream, o n e  o f  th e  t w o  te a m  captains, has h igh ,  
h o p e s  for th e  Flames baseball team's 2011 season .
BASEBALL coiitiinicdfrom  B l
The “family" has expanded this year. Af­
ter nine players left last season, the team 
has acquired 15 news players to create the 
35-player roster According to 'Ibman, they 
have meshed well and have play makers that 
are stepping up.
Toman said that there have also been 
some changes in the NCAA rules in an ef­
fort to shorten games and increase safety 
O ne rule requires manufacturers to devel­
op a new aluminum bat that acts as wood, 
which will lead to less home runs in college 
baseball.
“They were worried about games being 
too high-scoring and too long," Toman said.
To adapt to this change, the team has 
been working on “small game," according to 
Toman. This includes things like bunting,
stealing and hitting and running.
“it seems like we’ve got a bunch o f guys that 
are loose,” Toman said. “They seem to have a 
lot o f  fun but until you start playing the games, 
you can’t know what kind o f character your 
team is going to take on. Right now they’re 
loose, having fun, they work hard. They’re 
good kids.”
Along with Bream and Evans, senior pitch­
er Mark Swanson and senior outfielder and 
catcher JeffJeflerson were named captains.
Liberty lost three and won one in its week­
end series at Mercer University and travels to 
Jacksonville, Fla., on Feb. 25 for a four-game 
series against N orth Florida.
♦  L A C A Z E  is a sports writer.
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MEN’S LACROSSE
cottU tm cdfrom  B l
This is Liberty's first year 
back with men’s lacrosse, and 
the team has a rookie year 
mentality 
“After a couple games they 
should grow out o f  the excuse 
of it being their first year,” M c­
Quillan said.
The Flames played their 
first home match on Feb. 12, 
defeating Costal Carolina, 
9-8. The team defeated U N C  
Charlotte, 13-12 Saturday 
and looks to take on the Uni­
versity o f  Richmond March 2 
in Richmond.
♦  FOWLER is a sports  
writer.
U p c o m i n g  S c h e d u l e
AWAY -— M arch 2 a t  University o f  R ichm ond  
HOME —  M arch  10  vs. A q u in as  a t  7 p .m . 
HOME —  M arch  2 6  vs. D avidson a t  7 p .m .  
AWAY — ■ M arch  3 0  a t  S o u th e r n  Virginia 
AWAY—  April 9  a t  A pp la ch ian  S ta te  
HOME —  April 15 vs. Elon a t  6  p .m .
♦  All home games will be played on the lacrosse 
intramural field on Campus East.
l l L T H  UlUHY
STICK FIGURE —  Junior nnid Jordan A nderson and th e  Flames' go a l  is t o  c o m p e t e  at th e  h ig h es t  level possib le .
MEN’S BASKETBALL cotitiim cdfrom  B l
Over the next 10 minutes, the nation’s sec- 
ond-leading point guard (7.5 assists per game 
before Saturday) Scott Machado broke down 
Libert)’’s defense. En route to picking up three 
assists, Machado found the Gael’s leading 
scorer, 67" freshman Mike Glover for an easy 
layup, Sean Armand for a 3-pointer and set up 
Rodriguez for a dunk, ballooning the Gaels’ 
lead to 13.
“They got what they wanted early on and 
picked us apart,” Liberty guard David Minaya 
said.
The Gaels closed out the first half with a 
22-4 point extortion in the last six and a halt 
minutes.
Machado already had six assists on the night 
and Rodriguez was already in double-digits.
“They had us on our heels and they were the 
aggressor,” Layer said.
At the half the stat sheet was the knell that 
rung,the grim dirge.
The Gaels tallied eight backbreaking 
3-pointers in the tirst half to Liberty's one.
Iona registered 25 rebounds to Liberty's 
nine, allowing them to put up 17 second- 
chance points to Liberty’s none.
“(We) can’t give a good team that many ex­
tra possessions,” Coach Layer said, “'['hey made 
us pay ort'each one of them.”
The second half played out much like movie 
“Hometown Legend.” The movie where a 
team set up a blackboard that read “0-0” at halt­
time to inspire players to play one good halt ot 
football. They won the half, but lost the game.
So was the scenario Saturday in the Vines 
Center.
The Flames fought hard, played distinctly 
improved basketball but still came up well 
short.
John Brown almost single-handedly turned 
around Liberty’s rebounding woes, snagging 
nine boards in the second-half—  the most ot 
any player in the half
Smarter shots and more efr'ective paint-work 
resulted in 55 percent shooting —■ a positive 
nod in light of lethargic 31 percent shooting 
the first half
Gordon had a double-digit second half, and 
the Flames bench outscored the Gaels second-
stringers 12-4.
But the gap created by the languid first half 
was too much.
At the tinal buzzer. Liberty outscored Iona 
39-33 in the second half but the scoreboard 
still showed the 20-point loss.
“They came out ready to play, and we were 
tlat,” Minaya said. “'I'hey took it to us and by the 
time we started fighting, it was a little too late.” 
The loss drops the Flames to 19-10 over.ill 
and boosts Iona to 18-10.
The Flames continue conference play Feb. 
24 at Winthrop.
4  B R O W N  is the asst ,  sports editor.
K u t H  lil l tH V
NO GLORY ROAD —  Junior guard Jesse  Sanders had to  co l lec t  his 13 poin ts  th e  
hard w a y  Saturday ag a in s t  Iona, driving to  a t ightly  d e fe n d e d  basket.
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Missions Emphasis Week
Missionaries use sports to reach the world
JENNA V A N D E N  BROOK
Jv a n d e n b ro o k ( |> l ib e r ty .e d u
l.nst week, booths and tables for missions 
organizations linetl the walls of the crowded 
back hallway o f  Deiyioss. In the midst of the 
chaos of students and representatives, mis­
sions organizations Push the Rock and Score 
International were furthering their passion of 
sports and Christ.
The two organizations have been introduc­
ing people to the gospel through sports in the 
United States and overseas.
Push the Rock
Hric ’['Inima, assistant to the missions di­
rector for Push the Rock, experiences the joy 
of devoting his life to spreading the gospel as 
he travels with the I’hiladelphia, Penn, based 
organization. I’hey travel around the United 
States as well internationally to Costa Rica, 
Czech Republic and Zambia organizing and 
participatingin sports camps.
“Right now we do a lot ofstuffdomestically 
but we are hoping to expand on the interna­
tional side ot things," I'huma said.
rhuma's experiences on a 2008 soccer trip 
to Costa Rica with i’ush the Rock was the ex­
perience that influenced his life for the cause 
ol missions. 'I'he trip focused on playing street 
soccer with the locals of a town near San Jose. 
Push the Rock held a church service at the 
end ot the week-long trip in a community 
center that a local missionary converted into 
a church building.
i'huma recalled a group of three young 
men that he and a friend bumped into 
throughout the week. Playing street soccer 
one day 'i 'huma recognized the trio.
" They were probably mostly there to watch 
the girls play but we didn t care, you know, 
might as well take advantage ofwhy they were 
there," I'huma said. "So we just got to know 
them and we invited them to come to church."
At the end of the week, as ’I'huma listened
to the sermon presented by the Costa Rican 
pastor, he had the urge to turn around. His 
eyes locked onto one o f the young men he 
invited to church who stood in the back of the 
room.
At the end of the service, the pastor invited 
people to the front o f the sanctuary if they 
were ready to accept Christ into their lives. 
1'he young man made his way to the front of 
the church as the pastor requested that mis­
sionaries pray with the kids.
"i got immediately nervous because 1 felt 
God was saying, ‘Kric, you talked to this guy 
before. You need to go,’” Thuma said. “And 
i was like, '1 don’t want to go.’ But then, (the 
young man) stood there for a couple seconds 
and no one seemed to be going up there so I 
got up to go pray with him.
“It was just awesome," 'I'huma said. “May­
be C.)od worked more in my life that day than 
even (the kids’), 'f'hat experience reinforced 
what sports ministry is about.”
'I 'hunu’s advice for students Interested in 
any capacity o f mission work is, "Go do it.”
"It you never go, how do you know it’s not for 
you?”'I'huma said.
S co re  In te r n a t io n a l  
Score International has also been using 
sports to connect to people in other coun­
tries. Score international began as a short­
term athletic missions organization, playing 
sports with people arountl the world. A bas­
ketball coach wanting to use his skills and 
his team to further God's kingdom founded 
Score international in 1984.
Over the past 10 years, the roots Score in­
ternational planted and the connections they 
secured have allowed them to expand beyond 
only short;term athletic trips. 'Fhey also plant 
churches, are involved in medical and dental 
work, construction eiverseas, build schools 
and minister to orphans, prostitutes and peo­
ple in pri.sons.
Many ot the staff members ot Score in-
LwM 'ra R jstek
PLAY BALL —  As s tu d en ts  brow sed  th e  halls o f  D eM o ss  Hall last w e e k  during IVlis- 
s ions Emphasis Week, sports organizations Push th e  Rock and Score International 
recruited sports-lov ing  students.
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ternational have taken a personal interest 
in orphaned young men and women in the 
Dominican Republic according to Vice Presi­
dent of Enlistment and Enrichment for Score 
International Dave Marvin.
“W hat happens is, they have to go back 
to family but most of them don’t have fam­
ily to go back to or they wouldn’t have been 
orphans to begin with,” Marvin said. ‘And 
so consequently, there’s a time frame where 
if they don’t receive good education and 
good training and a good, solid biblical back­
ground. Then all they have to turn to is the 
streets. And we see that happen all the time 
down there."
'I'he teams working in the Dominican Re­
public and Costa Rica build and operate tran­
sition homes where young men and women 
can live and receive an education and acquire 
job training so they can make a living and a 
difference in the world.
Both organizations offer short:term trips 
for those who are not interested in or ready 
tor full-time missions.
More information about Push the Rock 
can be found at pushtherock.org. Information 
on Score International is available at scorein- 
ternational.org.
♦  V A N D E N  BROOK is a sports writer.
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WHEN GENERATIONS MEET ON STAGE 
traditional play format.
Am i 111 K in /h<
T h e  Civil War: The Musical' is a theatrical con cer t  that relies heavily o n  visual e ffects  and em o t io n a l  appeal,  instead  o f  a
The Civil War; The Musical
TIFFANY E D W A R D S
t red w ard s2 (§ > llb e r ty .ed u
Decades and generations collided on 
Liberty’s Tower Theater stage, in Front ot 
audience members enraptured by the visual 
effects and vocal talent o f the Liberty Theatre 
Departments latest production, "The Civil 
War: The Musical."
This latest production is slightly different 
from the plays and musicals normally 
performed by the Theatre Department, with 
more o f  a focus on music than dialogue. Play 
director and Assistant Professor of Theatre 
Arts Chris Nelson described the production 
as a “theatrical concert,”
“We decided that we were going to take 
a show that was written very much as a 
theatrical concert in many ways,” Nelson 
said. “The dialogue is actually the music. 
We moved away from a concept-and-style 
approach to more o f  a concert feeling, while 
blending the contemporary and the historical 
aspects together.”
According to Nelson, the ideals and 
viewpoints that were experienced during the
Civil War are still experienced throughout the 
world today such as slavery, cultural relations 
and families being torn apart by war.
“W hat we've done with the show is that 
we are relating (the Civil War) to events 
beyond the Civil War, such as the Civil Rights 
movement. There are many contemporary 
images that relate back to the historical images 
of the Civil War,” Nelson said.
The play’s concert-like appearance is 
reinforced by its organization. The play’s 
actors are only credited as "ensemble," and 
costumes were created by the actors from 
their own wardrobes. Nelson encouraged 
his students to create costumes that made 
them feel more connected to the characters 
they played. A live orchestra performs on 
stage during the concert, while the actors act 
out their scenes around them. 'I'here is no 
constructed scenery for the play -  Nelson 
opted for civil war-era photographs projected 
onto a large screen over the stage. The play is 
meant to have a more personal and emotional 
appeal for the audience than the plays that 
have a traditional story line and cast.
"The role I have in 'The Civil War’ is more
about how 1 would be affected it I had to go 
through these events, instead ot portraying a 
specific character,” actor Caleb Hughes said. 
"I would like to challenge (the audience) to 
really put themselves into the emotions and 
events that are experienced by the characters 
in this play.”
"The Civil War: The Musical" will have 
performances tiirough Saturday, Feb. 26. For 
ticket information, visit the Liberty Theatre 
Arts website, which can be found through the 
Liberty splash page.
♦  E D W A R D S Is the feature  editor.
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Simple faith in action: Megan Chapman
Alumna reflects 
on her conflict 
with the ACLU
CRYSTAL A. H EA VN ER  
c h e a v n e r@ l ib e r ty .e d u
Megan Chapman has seen 
enough ol God’s power and work 
through ordinary people like hcrselfj 
to grow her faith and strengthen her 
resolve to serve him.
Bver since middle school, 
Chapman has been interested in 
religious freedom and political 
process, but 
five years ago, 
s o m e t h i n g  
happened to her 
that changed her 
dreams. This 
young girl from 
Russell County, 
Ky stirred national 
attention when 
she stood up against the American 
Civil Liberty's Union (ACLU) to 
uphold her constitutional rights.
During her senior year ot high 
school, Chapman was elected 
to be chaplain of her class. 'I’he 
most important part ot her role as 
chaplain was to carry on the Russell 
County High School tradition of 
leading prayer at graduation.
As graduation approacheil, 
rumors began Hoating around 
that the ACLU was forbidding 
the graduation prayer that year. 
Chapman approached her school 
counselors, but they advised her to 
hold to her plans until something 
official was declared.
Friday morning, the day of
CHAPMAN
SIMPLE FAITH —  Senior M egan  C hapm an (left) g a in ed  national m ed ia  M e n t i o n  after stand in g  up  to  
th e  ACLU at her h igh  sch oo l graduation. C hapm an recieved a full scholarship to  Liberty for her efforts.
Chapmans graduation, the official 
declaration was made in the form of 
a restraining order. The majority of 
the senior class met with Chapman 
and her twin sister Mandy and asked 
them to find a way to overcome the 
order and maintain the traditional 
graduation ceremon)'.
rhe gids set a plan in motion 
to hand out copies ot the Lord's 
prayer so that when Chapman 
mounted the platform, the entire 
stuclent body could publicly stand 
and make known their stance on 
religious treedom and trust in God.
“The fact that it was the ACLU 
just didn’t bother me, I never 
thought it was a big deal because 
1 had this (simple) faith of, The 
Lord’s gonna take care o f  it, which is 
the truth," Chapman said.
About an hour before C'hapman
returned to her high school for the 
graduation ceremony, Mat Staver, 
dean of Liberty’s School o f  Law 
called to go over the restraining 
order and tell her that it only 
restricted her prayer. Chapman 
could still legally speak or present 
her beliefs as long as she did not 
pray
Up until she was standing in the 
middle of a stage,-surrounded by 
her peers and their hundreds of 
guests, Chapman did not have a 
strategy tor her speech. Chapman 
merely trusted in God and asked 
that she be used as his mouthpiece. 
Her ret|uest was granted. After the 
student body stood up and prayed 
in unison, Chapman began to 
speak.
“1 told them about the gospel 
and told them what had been on
my heart to tell them all through 
high school when 1 would see each 
friend make one more bad decision, 
take one step further away from 
God,” she said.
Chapman’s simple words and 
great faith stirred a response from 
the whole nation. She had interview 
requests t’rom C N N  and FOX 
News and received full scholarships 
to two universities. O ne o f those 
universities was Liberty, the school 
where Chapman had known for a 
few years she should be, but had no 
money to attend.
Originally, Chapman planned on 
going to community college and 
teaching at an elementary school in 
her home town, but soon she found 
herself across the country studying 
business and economics, interning 
in Washington, D.C., and fulfilling a
bigger purpose than she could have 
ever imagined.
“I like to make clear to people
I was very weak. The only thing I 
had was faith when the graduation 
happened,” Chapman said. “I just 
had faith in God and knew that he 
was powerful and he was bigger 
than me and bigger than the 
challenge.”
Five years later, Chapman is a 
Liberty alumna plugging through 
her second semester at law school.
“God has provided so much 
more than I have ever expected for 
myself or even tried to achieve and 
I’m so thankful for it and God's 
dreams are so much bigger than 
ours,” Chapman said. "He has 
visions for us, as we seek him he will 
fulfill them.”
Chapman’s vision tor the future 
is to create a facility that educates 
the masses on American law and 
government according to the 
Constitution and its founding 
principles.
T just want to start an institution 
that educates com mon everyday 
people on the law, the government, 
Americas structure and how it 
works so they can make educated 
decisions when they vote for people, 
and they can protect their rights and 
themselves,” Chapman said.
Chapman attributes the enormity 
of the American government and 
its strangling, infringing power 
on its citizens to a lack o f political 
education tor the common man.
T m  a very simple person, and I 
just want to educate other people 
who are simple like myself and 
don't have time to go to law school 
about the law," Chapman said.
♦  H E A V N ER  is a feature  
writer.
Do not miss Bliss: A Fine Wedding Fair
SHELANNE JENNINGS
sn jenn ings@ )tlber ty .edu
Something old, something 
new and .something 
completely unique is coming 
to Lynchburg's downtown.
Hill City l^ride, a fresh 
blog for Lynchburg brides- 
to-be, will be hosting the t'lrst 
"Kliss: a Fine Wedding Fair," 
Saturday, Feb. 26, a bridal fair 
reinvented to be educational 
and entertaining.
"1 want it to be a fun 
upscale experience for 
(attendees),” Hill City Ikide 
creator Jennifer I’rice said. "I 
want (everyone who comes) 
to t'eel pampered, relaxed and
.say to themselves, 'Yes! 1 can 
do this.'"
To Price, planning 
weddings can be both 
exciting and stresstul.
“1 think there is a lot of 
bewilderment when you 
start planning a wedding," 
i’rice said. “You don’t know 
what’s out there and who can 
help you, and 1 really want to 
provide answers to that in the 
(l^liss) forum.”
Price, a l.ynchburg 
resident and Liberty 
University graduate, created 
Hill City Rride eight months 
ago to till the void that she 
.says is present in the bridal 
community
/
"1 felt a need in the area,” 
IVice said. “1 really wanted an 
online source tor vendors to 
be able to reach the brides, 
and also for the brides to go 
tor ideas."
Hill City Bride has several 
functions — it features local 
couples, gives the inside 
scoop on businesses around
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the area and otVers tips for 
t'lnancial savings.
“The blog is something 
that educates the bride,” 
Price said. “There are do- 
it-yourself projects for the 
brides, and lots of ideas and 
things. 1 wanted to bring that 
in a live format (to the bridal 
tair).”
Price has worked with 
wedding experts to create six 
ditVerent seminars, two that 
will be held for all attendees 
and four others, o f  which 
each attendee can choo.se 
one to attend.
“I wanted to provide 
something based on where 
each bride was in her 
wedding planning,” Price
said. “W hether you arc at 
the beginning or towards the 
end of your planning, there is 
something that you can take 
away from this event.”
Session topics include 
entertainingtips, customizing 
your honeymoon to fit you, 
getting the most out o f your 
wedding day photography 
and how to better utilize your 
wedding planner.
Debbie Johnson of 
Flavours Catering will be 
sharing advice in the catering 
seminar that, according 
to Price, will make your 
reception run tlawless.
“Realize that caterers don't 
just bring food to you,” Price 
said. "They can be utilized for 
a number ot ditferent things 
from linens to place settings 
and to helping utilize the 
reception space.”
For only $15, each 
attendee will be treated to 
a catered lunch by Sodexo’s 
Flavours by Design, 
refreshments courtesy o f  the 
Muse CotTee Company and
three bridal seminars. Price 
suggests brides bring a friend 
and enjoy the day
“We're going to take care 
o f your food and provide 
beverages throughout the 
day," Price said.
“Bliss: a Fine Wedding 
Fair” will take place at 
Riverviews Artspace, 
901 JetFerson St., near the 
Depot Grill in downtown 
Lynchburg.
“1 like bringing different 
places to light. Riverviews 
Artspace has had some 
wedding receptions in there, 
but it really hasn’t been used 
as a wedding venue a lot,” 
Price said. “1 really like doing 
that for other local places 
that people don’t really know 
about.”
For more information 
contact Jennifer Price by 
email, jennifer(®hillcitybride. 
com, or visit hillcitybride. 
com.
♦  JENNINGS is a 
feature writer.
rjooRTiom
nOmnnis SttKfto
TANSMART
a sk  us h o w !
Wards Road
I Month Unlimited 
$24^-(basebeds)
lilitorith Unfimited 
#  :1n base & mid level
434.23^2880
Wyndhurst
•4 visits in base bed 
■3 visits in mid level 
•2 visits in stand up 
•1 visit in HP bed 
$34.99 
or
I Month Unfrnited 
$39.99 (base I
434.832.7
^ c d x > u to u  Student Discounts on I month unfrntedpodci
§ 0 l D 9 ^ ^
February 2 2 ,  2 0 1 1 FEATURE L ib e r t y  C h am p io n /B 7
5KTrail Race challenges students, community
Runners and walkers of all 
experience levels participate
RACHEL SMITH 
r l s m i th 8 @ l ib e r ty .e d u
Runners and walkers From all over the 
community jpined together for the third 
annual Liberty Mountain 5k Trail Race. 
The 3.1-mile race was held on the Liberty 
Mountain trail system Saturday morning.
The competition started and ended at the 
.Snowtlex facility, with various awards given to 
many o f the participants.
Student Activities hosted the race and 
awarded the top three female and male 
runners in each age group with a medal.
Additionally the top male and female 
runners overall, as well as the male and female 
masters, received customized trophies with 
engraved plaques.
“I first started running on these trails 
when I was a student. I took Dr. Hortons 
running class and 1 have been hooked ever 
since," Student Activities Associate Director 
Joshua Yeoman said. "When 1 came to 
work for Liberty the trail system had just 
been expanded. So, we started tiie Liberty 
Mountain Irail Series in the spring ot 2009. It 
has been a success thus far."
'[’he race was closed o tl  to runners and 
walkers only, while all levels of experience 
were welcome.
r - - ' ' • ' ’Of''' ='
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ON YOUR MARK —  Stud en ts  prepare for th e  Liberty M ountain 5K race, b eg in n in g  
and en d in g  at th e  Snow flex  facility.
"This race is challenging because the 
terrain is uneven. But all are welcome to come 
and run or walk our race. It is a great race tor a 
first time trail runner," Yeoman said.
The Student Activities department also 
holds mountain bike races for cyclists. The
popularity o f  the races around Liberty grows 
every time an event is held.
"The student feedback has been really 
good so tar. Each year we have increased our 
participation by approximately 25 percent to 
30 percent. We are always looking to improve
on our races, and we could always use help 
as they continue to grow," 'leoman said. "We 
have about ”0 percent of our runners come 
from Liberty (stalt, faculty, and students), and
30 percent ol our runners from the general 
public"
brothers Parker and Patrick Spencer, 
decided to run the 5k together.
"i love the racing atmosphere. Everybody's 
really nice and happy," junior Parker Spencer 
said. "My tavorite part is seeing my Iriends 
and being able to run with them," freshman 
Patrick Spencer said.
The Student Activities department has 
held various trail series and races since its 
development.
So far, the races have been open to anyone 
who wants to participate, and students get a 
discount on their entry tee.
"Student Activities seeks to provide a 
diverse amount o f  activities, and utilizing the 
asset we have in the trail system seemed like a 
no brainer," Yeoman said.
The department is currently working to 
expand its outdoor recreation activities,
In order to participate in one ot the races, 
visit www.liberty.edu/sa and click on the 
tab labeled “l.iberty Mountain Trail Series." 
Registration can be completed online, 
through the Student Activities otfice or by 
mail.
♦  SMITH is a feature  writer.
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m r -
e n ts  to  LO O K  O U T  fo r 
h e  n e x t  f e w  w e e k s .
Feb.23
Job & Internship Fair
The Career Center will be  host­
ing a job  and internship fair from
11 a.m. to  4  p.m. in th e  dining 
hall atrium. For m ore informa­
tion, e-mail th e  career center at 
careerevents@liberty.edu or visit 
I i berty.ed u/careerevents.
Feb. 23-25 
'Expressions from 
the Inside Out' 
Exhibit
The Student Care Office will be  
hosting an exhibit titled "Expres­
sions from th e  Inside Out." The 
walk-through exhibit focuses  
on se lf-esteem , self-injury, body  
im age  and disordered eating. 
The exhibit Is located in SLAB 
121 and is o p e n  from 9 a.m. to  
4  p.m. on  Feb. 23 and 24  and  
from 9 a.m. to  2 p.m. on  Feb. 25. 
For m ore information e-mail th e  
Student Care Office at student-  
care@liberty.edu or call at 434-  
582-2651.
Feb. 24 
Women's Health 
and Wellness 
Seminar
On Thursday, Feb. 25, the  
Student Care Office will be  
hosting a w om en's  health and  
w ellness  seminar in Towns Au­
ditorium from 7 p.m. to  8:30
 
p.m. The e v en t  will feature gu est  
speakers and give-aways from 
area businesses. For m ore infor­
mation e-mail th e  Student Care 
Office at studentcare@liberty. 
ed u  or call at 434-582-2651.
Feb. 24 
An Exceptional- 
A-Thon
The Exceptional-A-Thon, a 
fundraiser benefiting Liberty's 
chapter o f  th e  Council for Ex- 
cef/tional Children, will be  held  
at th e  Tolsma Indoor Track Feb.
24  from 9 p.m. to  1 a.m. The a p ­
proved late night activity will 
feature perform ances such as 
th e  Peacemakers Crew, Bring the  
Arsenal and Raymond Buckner. 
There will also be  food, vendors  
and ga m es .  Admission is $5.
Feb. 24 
Black History 
Month: John M. 
Turner Lecture
This year's John M. Turner Lec­
ture in th e  Humanities is entitled  
"New Perspectives o f  African- 
American Life in Antebellum  
Central Virginia." Lynchburg 
C ollege and Thom as Jefferson's 
Poplar Forest will b e  cosponsor­
ing th e  lecture in honor o f  Black 
History Month.
The free ev e n t  is o p e n  to  th e  
public and will take place on  Feb. 
24  in th e  Sydnor Performance  
Hall at Lynchburg College. The 
lecture will feature a panel o f  
historians including Poplar For­
est  archaeologist , Lori Lee and  
Lynchburg College professor. Dr. 
Kirt von  Daacke. For more infor­
mation call 434-525-1806 .
Feb. 25 
Late Night 
Movie Night
S tudent activities will be  host­
ing th e  late night activity in the  
Vines Center at midnight. The 
activity is free ,and g u ests  will 
b e  treated to  free popcorn and  
inexpensive drinks and snacks. 
A nyone w h o  c o m e s  to  th e  activ­
ity in a full Aslan lion co stu m e  
will receive a free candy bar. 
For m ore information, contactI
student activities at 434-592-  
3061 or studentactivitiesinfo@  
liberty.edu.
Feb. 25-26 
'The Civil War: 
The Musical'
"The Civil War: The Musical" is
th e  sec o n d  Theatre Arts show  
this semester. The musical fea­
tures letters, diaries and firsthand 
accounts o f  th e  Civil War. Shows  
will con c lu d e  o n  Feb. 26. For in­
formation ab ou t th e  sh ow  and
 
times, visit th e  Theatre Arts w e b ­
site w hich  can b e  found through  
th e  Splash p a g e  —  to  purchase 
tickets call 434-582-7382.
Feb. 26 
Hill City Polar 
Plunge
Take a p lu n ge  into Hydaway 
Lake for a g o o d  cause. This year's 
Hill City Polar Plunge festivities 
will take place o n  Saturday, Feb. 
26  from 10 a.m. to  3 p.m. The 
p lu n ge  starts at 2 p.m. Funds 
raised will b e  d on ated  to S p e ­
cial Olympics Virginia. This year 
will feature a co stu m e  contest,  
food, music at th e  secon d  an­
nual Battle o f  th e  Bands and the  
secon d  annual Community Fair. 
For m ore information e-mail 
PRSSA at prssa@liberty.edu. To 
register for th e  p lu n ge  g o  to po-  
larplunge.com/libertyplunge.
Feb. 26 
'Bliss, A Fine 
Wedding Fair'
Hill City Bride will be  host­
ing its first event, "Bliss, A Fine 
W edding Fair" on  Saturday, Feb. 
26. The ev en t  will take place at 
Riverviews Artspace located on  
Jefferson Street in d o w n tow n  
Lynchburg from 11 a.m. to  4  p.m. 
with registration beginning at 10 
a.m. The cost  is $15. The even t  
will feature seminars, work­
shops, panel discussions and a 
catered lunch. For m ore informa­
tion, visit hillcitybride.com.
Mardi24
Sign-up for Married 
Students Dinner
The Office o f  C ommuter Af­
fairs will hold a dinner for mar­
ried co m m u ter  students from 6 
p.m. to  8  p.m. in th e  Executive 
Dining Room. The ev en t  is $5 
per couple. There will b e  limited 
seating.
Visit th e  C om m uter Office,
located o n  th e  secon d  floor of  
th e  Schilling Annex to  sign up  
for th e  e ven t  (bring your student  
ID).
For m ore information  
e-mail th e  C ommuter Office at 
commuter@ liberty.edu.
l ^ n c
staff positions.
• Cashiers • Food Prep/Runners • Cooks •
Stand Managers • Waitstaff • Gameday Ticket Staff'
Please fill out an application at 
Lynchburg City Stadium, 
Monday through Friday, 
9 to 5. For more info call 
434-528-1144.
D o n 't Let Frogs D isappear !
iR pqV J
You can SAVE th e  FROGS by help ing Scientists 
track  Frogs right in you r o w n  backyard.
It's easy! Just listen for their calls for 5 minutes each weel< this 
spring -  then tell the scientists what you hear.
G et Tra ined  and S tart H elping (have  fun to o !)
Lynchburg Main Library - Sat March 5**^  at 3P 
-or- The Nature Zone - Sat March 26*'  ^ at 6P
F or m o r e  in f o  e m a i l  »  C V a F r o g s C S g m a i l . c o m  
o r  ca l l  T h e  N a t u r e  Z o n e  a t  4 3 4 - 4 5 5 - 5 8 2 8
\
F e a t u r e
taste of nations
Around the world in 80 bites
Students and community get 
a ‘taste’ o f  multiple cultures.
S A S H A  BRAITHWAITE  
s b ra i th w a l te @ l lb e r ty .e d u .
Walking into the Schilling Center 
Wednesday night, students and guests were 
met with a melting pot of aromas as they 
waited in line surrounded by- decorations 
and signs depicting fun-facts about different 
countries. Even Uncle Sam was there to greet 
the American participants so they did not 
go into culture shock. O n the other side of'a 
large curtain that separated guests from their 
international passage, tables adorned (lags 
of different nations and music in various 
languages permeated the room.
During Missions Emphasis Week (MEW ), 
Taste o f the >Jhtions is always a welcome 
tradition among students and guests, 
according to senior April Hagan.
“This is the social event of the year because 
it combines food, fellowship and cultures,” 
Hagan said.
Every year, the Office o f  International 
Student Services (OISS) hosts the event and 
provides the funds for several o f Liberty's 
international students to get together and 
create popular dishes from their home 
countries for other students to sample. An 
entrance fee o f  $2 was requested from guests 
so that the money could be refunded to the 
OISS.
Countries represented this year included 
Korea, Burkina Faso, South Africa, Thailand 
and Germany Many students return to 
Taste of the Nations every year not only to 
experience the food, but to take part in a 
different culture. Senior Jen Ping is one o f 
many students who has returned to Taste of 
Nations.
“I’m very into world cultures, and 1 love 
food,” Ping said.
A iu i ih  K in / i .u
FOOD FOR THO UG HT—  H undreds o f g u e s t s  crow d ed  th e  Schilling Center forTaste o f  Nations, th e  yearly multicultural culinary 
e v e n t  h o sted  by th e  Office o f  International S tu d en t Services.
J"his year was sophomore Mahapawn 
Chukiatiwongul's first time participating 
in Taste o f  the Nations. He and some of 
his friends joined together to create dishes 
from their homeland of Thailand. Their 
dishes included .som-tam, a spicy papaya 
salad, and nam-tok, a spicy pork salad. For 
Chukiatiwongu!, the best part of the event 
was being able to make the food with his 
friends, a process that took nearly three hours 
to complete.
“It's a big thing with Thai food," Chukiati- 
wongul said. “We take time to cook it."
Some countries' dishes really stood out to 
students.
“My favorite was the Germany table 
because they had awesome Nutella crepes, 
and their service was exceptional,” Hagan 
said. “They were the most fun table."
“Korea's dish was my favorite," junior Jessica 
Facchiano said. “They had this sweet meat 
that was really awesome.”
The menu for the U.S. table was the classic: 
apple pie and ice cream.
While M EW  is devoted to motivating and 
providing opportunities for students to get
involved in international ministry, Taste o f  the 
Nations provides a small sampling of what 
life would be like in another country through 
the foods that different people groups hold as 
important staples o f  their culture.
“It was a really fun atmosphere with the 
different countries coming together, and 
the people were really proud of their native 
foods,” junior Katie Bowman said. “I would 
go again —  even the crowds are worth it."
♦  Braithwaite is a feature  writer.
Experiencing India on The Edge'
Pioneers missions 
agency visits Liberty
HEATHER MICHAELS
hiam lchaels@ )llberty .edu
Dim lighting, cultural music, 
chattering voices and bare feet 
filled the crowded Dorm 17 
missions' classroom Wednesday, 
Feb. 16, where students gathered to 
experience India.
Missions Emphasis Week's 
(M EW ) Experience Ethnos events 
highlighted particular countries 
which allowed students to engage 
in different cultures. Two events 
were hosted during the week, 
one Tuesday night and the other 
Wednesday night. Wednesday's 
event specifically drew students 
interested in the country o f India.
Wednesday’s Experience Ethnos 
event was hosted by representatives 
from Pioneers’ missions agency 
that were visiting Liberty for MEW. 
Along with hosting the India event, 
they hosted a table in DeMoss to 
speak to students about missions.
As students entered, they were 
asked to remove their shoes in order 
to resemble Indian culture.
“That’s very much Indian, and 
even the part where you can’t find 
your shoes when you leave, that’s 
also very much Indian,” missionary 
Jen Dominy said.
Moving through the room, 
students had the opportunity to 
try Indian food and drinks such as 
rice or mango pudding and chai tea. 
Students then sat in circular groups 
of .ibout 10 scattered around the 
room.
'NAMASTE' —  Stu d en ts  had th e  op p o rtu n ity  to  eat, fellow/ship 
and learn a b o u t  Indian culture at W ednesday's'E xperience Ethnos,' 
sp o n so r ed  by th e  Center for Global Ministry.
According to Dominy, the fact 
that students were sitting in groups 
and just talking to one another was 
very much like what they would be 
doing in India.
“They have amazing food there, 
but it’s so much more," Dominy 
said. “There is ample opportunity 
for you to be a light in that area."
The event ofBcially opened with 
Pioneers’ mobilization coordinator 
Paul King introducing Dominy 
Dominy greeted the crowd with a 
traditional Indian phra.se "Namaste" 
and then spoke about her time in 
India and her personal experiences.
"I was in India for three years 
working with Calcutta street 
children,” Dominy said.
Dominy shared about her work 
in a slum of India working with 
children during the day
According to L')ominy, India is an 
amazing place full of opportunity 
for ministry 
"I think being a missionary is so 
much about the things God does 
in your life," Dominy said. "We go 
places and we think that we know 
all o f  these things, but the reality is 
we have so much to learn."
Dominy then opened the floor 
for a question and answer session. 
Students asked questions about 
social norms, holidays, cilltural 
differences, discrimination and the 
brokenness o f  the people.
“Going to India, I learned 
so much from these children," 
Dominy said. “I didn’t even realize I 
had these stereotypes o f  people and 
these walls built up,"
However, Pioneers is about 
much more than just missions in
♦  For inore information 
on Pioneers, visit their 
Facebook page at facebook. 
cotn/theedgeUSA.
India.
“Pioneers is about 30 years old, 
and at this point in time has about
2,200 missionaries on the field in 
about 90 countries," King said.
“Were told we are the fiistest 
growing evangelical missions in the 
U.S." King said.
Pioneers also Works with 
those interested in doing short­
term missions in the form of an 
internship. The Edge internship 
program is another outlet of 
Pioneers sending about 100 people 
on teams going to over 30 locations.
According to Pioneers’ website, 
rh e  Edge will be going to multiple
destinations in North and South 
America, Africa, the Middle East, 
Europe, and East, South and 
Central Asia.
“O ne thing which we think is 
quite important for a lot of people 
is innovation and flexibility," King 
said.
The Edge consists of a pre-field 
preparation, orientation, field 
internship and debrief
According to King, trips range 
from four, six and eight weeks 
long and all start in June. Pioneers 
is currently accepting internship 
applications for those who will be 
18 and over at the time o f  departure.
King is a retired university 
professor and has been with 
Pioneers for 11 years. His goal 
was for reaching people, not just 
bringing people to work with 
Pioneers.
“If God leads people to India, and 
they never think about Pioneers 
again, then this is a success," King 
said.
The event ended in prayer with 
individual students volunteering 
to pray for issues such as poverty, 
Indian government and the caste 
of India. Finally, Dominy prayed for 
the students in attendance.
For more information on 
Pioneers, go to pioneers.org or 
follow Pioneers at Facebook.com/ 
'I’heEdgeUSA or follow them on 
Twitter ^  TheEdgeUSA.
To follow the Center for Global 
Ministries, visit their website, which 
can be found through the Liberty 
Splash page.
♦  MICHAELS is a feature  
writer.
